
F R O M  R E V.  T H O M  L A M B
These are certainly interesting times we are living through in 2020.  The pandemic has forced us to reimagine what it means to be 
a community of faith.  I am terribly proud of our staff, who continue to work diligently to make sure we are all connected.  It is of 
such vital importance that we continue to maintain our witness through this pandemic.  I have never even imagined myself as a 
videographer or a sound editor.  I am constantly reminded of our distance when we record Sunday worship to an empty sanctuary.  
While the perimeters have changed, we can and will continue to do all we can to find new ways to connect.
One of the inevitable consequences of the pandemic is financial. Each year the finance and stewardship committee prepare a  
budget. As of today, we are $26,000 behind. Unlike many organizations Grace Presbyterian is not able to cut costs without  
dramatically crippling our mission which is made doubly painful when part of our mission is to “meet human need,” which has 
increased during this pandemic. Your pledge/gifts enable us to:
• To maintain our financial commitments to our mission partners, locally, nationally, and globally.
• To keep paying our staff through this pandemic.
• To provide for those who are in need within the congregation.
• To continue regular maintenance and repair on our building and property.
• To provide for on-line Worship twice a week
We are asking those who can give to be faithful in fulfilling your pledge. If circumstances prevent you from doing this, we all under-
stand and pray for you in this uncertain time.  If you need assistance, please call on us, as we have set aside funds for our members 
in need.
Your prayers are coveted by our church leadership, who have remained faithful and diligent in leading our congregation.  It is 
important for us to remain faithful to our vision and mission.  As our Mission statement reminds us, we are called to be “God’s 
heart, hands and voice as we engage as servants of Jesus Christ by reaching out to the community beyond our walls to meet human 
need.”
Our situation is not dire or insurmountable. We have reserves but it would be better if those could be redirected to growth and an 
even greater mission when we all are able to return to some form of a new normal.
You can make your pledge/gift in four ways:  1) Direct bill pay through your bank. 2) Write a check and put it in the mail. 3) Give 
on-line through our website.  4) Drop off your check in the secure mailbox near the entrance to the sanctuary.
If you have concerns, comments or you would just like to chat, please feel free to call me or Eric at the church office (I can retrieve 
messages from anywhere) or on my cell phone at (740) 403-7155. 

FEED MY SHEEP  
A big thank you to the friends and families who participated in the social-distance sandwich-making for our FMS event in June! 
Our next date to provide meals is coming up! If you would like to make sandwiches and assemble sack lunches in your home, please 
contact Lori Lamb to sign-up by Thurs, Aug 20. A bag containing all of the supplies you will need will be provided for you to pick up 
at the church on Sun Aug 23. You will be asked to return the sack lunches to the church by 7pm, Tues, Aug 25. 
Another way to participate is to donate trial size, or individually-wrapped toiletries to be given to those who are served meals at 
FMS. They need to be small enough to fit into pockets or backpacks. Please bring donations to the church by Tues, Aug 25, and 
place them in the classroom behind the kitchen. Some examples of popular items needed include:  

If you have any questions or would like to save your spot as a volunteer, please contact  
Lori Lamb:  Call or text:  (740) 403-7156 or email:  lorilamb12@gmail.com.
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• Toothbrushes & toothpaste                               
• Feminine hygiene products
• Shampoo & conditioner

• Nail files or clippers
• Deodorant
• Sunscreen

• Lotion
• Combs, hairbrushes
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Janice Smith   8/1
Pat Church   8/3
Suzie Jones   8/5
Rena Taylor   8/5
Priscilla Heard   8/6
Nancy Spicer-Scott  8/6
Jordan Brashear   8/7
Sylvia Wiley   8/7
Sharon Owen   8/8
Tony Owen   8/8
Mike/Sally Jordan  8/9 (A)
Keaton/Sarah Stephens  8/9 (A)
Stacey Eskelin   8/11
Tom Luse   8/11
Stan/Cathi Simons  8/11 (A)
Katie Hermann-Wells  8/12
Rev. Thom Lamb  8/12
Jennie Miller   8/12
Tommy Enloe   8/13
Kelly Garcia   8/14
John Hale   8/14
John Burrough   8/15
Tom/JoAnna Langthorn  8/15 (A)
Lara Miller   8/15
Betsy Smith   8/15
Deborah Davis   8/16
Dolores Teer   8/16
Bill/Julie Benner   8/17 (A)
Joey/Martha Tabarlet  8/17 (A)
Nick/Denise Arnoudse  8/18 (A)
Paul/Chris Boldt   8/18 (A)
Trey/Allison Taylor  8/18 (A)
Marshall Powell   8/19
John/Pat Wurster  8/19 (A)
John Elwood   8/20
Millie Henn   8/21
John Wurster   8/23
Larry Lawrence   8/24
Bob/Marilyn Ritchie  8/24 (A)
Glenda McDorman  8/25
Jeannie Milbery   8/25
Will/Maxine Splittgerber  8/26 (A)
Gary Gosney   8/27
Fancy Jezek   8/27
Diana Mayes   8/27
Larry/Elizabeth Lawrence 8/28 (A)
JoAnne Moul   8/29
Donna Bowling   8/30
Cassie Vorbach   8/31
                      (A) = Anniversary

A u g u s t  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

LIVING WATERS PARTNER IN NICARAGUA & GUATEMALA
As the Coronavirus pandemic continues to ravage communities around the world, our 
Living Waters partners in Nicaragua and Guatemala have shared some of their needs 
and concerns with us. 
Nicaragua:  As a reminder, First Presbyterian installed a LWW  
system in Haulover, Nicaragua in March 2018.  Shortly thereafter, 
civil unrest erupted, and Nicaragua has been experiencing repres-
sion, fear, violence and extreme hardships since that time.  And 
now they are facing the threat of Covid-19, which has even further  
impacted their economy, ability to sell clean water, or pay the  
operators.  Food shortages are severe.  
Karon is the operator of the system in Haulover.  She is a single  
parent, devoted to serving her community through LWW. She receives 
no salary, but faithfully goes to work each day with a smile to fill and 
distribute water bottles, and maintain the system.  She is giving away most of the water, as  
people want and need clean water, but can’t afford even a few cents per bottle. She is 
in need of more bottles, so that she can give a bottle to families in need, and they can 
get free refills as needed.  She also needs more filters to keep the system functioning 
properly.  

Yobeth is also concerned about the severe food shortages, and she 
has asked for financial support to help provide a small “canasta” 
of basic food and other essential supplies to some of the neediest  
families in the communities where LWW has a presence. These  
packages would include rice, beans, oil, sugar, milk, toilet paper and 
soap. 
The mission committee, with approval from the session, is sending 
$3000 to assist with the needs outlined above.  $1000 is from the 
Living Waters Fund to help pay a small monthly stipend to Karon, 
and to purchase additional bottles, caps and filters for the system.  
$2000 is from the Mission Endowment Fund, to help purchase basic 

food and supplies for needy families in the area. 
Guatemala:  Grace Presbyterian sent a team to Guatemala in March of 
this year to install a Living Waters system in the Alfa y Omega Church in  
Tacaná.  We returned only a few days before the pandemic shut down the  
borders, and Guatemala has been under severe restrictions since that time.  
In spite of the difficulties, we have received reports that the system is still  
producing water, though distribution is difficult due to the pandemic, and as in  
Nicaragua, it is difficult for people to buy water.  Much of the water produced has 
been donated to local first responders and police.   In addition, the local network 
which provides ongoing education and troubleshooting to supplement the training 
our team provided has been unable to travel to the different sites where systems have 
been installed.  In response to the need, the in- country LWW staff has been produc-
ing educational and how- to videos to support the local operators.  They have asked 
for $250 to help purchase equipment for this effort, which the mission committee has 
approved.  These funds will come from the Living Waters Fund. 
We are so thankful for God’s faithful servants in Nicaragua and Guatemala, who are 
carrying on this vital ministry of Clean Water despite enormous challenges, and ask 
that you please keep them in your prayers.                       --- GPC MISSION COMMITTEE
  
“On behalf of the beneficiaries and my family who always are my big support for packing 
and deliveries. We want to say many thanks to you and the team who put that fund together 
to reach so many families. With the funds I received I was able to reach 126 families in three 
communities. The smiles on their faces explain how grateful they were to receive the canasta 
( Food packages). I wish I could reach more families; after we finished distributing the pack-
ages, the following morning there were people reaching my home to ask for their package. 
I felt so bad for them because I had none left to give. I had to turn them down. Again, thank 
you and I want to leave this scripture with you that is in the daily text for today and I think it is 
fitting for this cause. ‘Whoever is kind to the needy honors God.’ Prov. 14: 31  
                                                                                         -- Yobeth Hebbert, Pearl Lagoon, Nicaragua



P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  
We have good news! We are happy to report that our annual Backpack Buddies  
fundraiser was a huge success! While questions remain concerning the coming school 
year, we know that school IS going to happen, and that we will be able to provide  
support for students in need, thanks to the generosity of our GPC community.

“Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament” is the title and theme 
for our 2020-2021 bible study. Circle chairs have ordered study guides for what  
promises to be a most timely series of lessons focusing on gaining hope and comfort 
through prayer during times of danger, loss, and uncertainty. If you haven’t yet made the  
commitment to be a part of this study, please consider doing so. Contact the church  
office for more details, and make plans to join one of our discussion groups, beginning this 
September. 

FA M I LY P R O M I S E
Our next host hosting duties will run from Sun Aug 16 thru Sat Aug 
22.  As of July 20, there were three (3) families in the program.  They are: 
Family #1:   Mother and 2 children, ages 19 and 3 years old.
Family #2:   Mother and 4 children, ages 12, 8, 5 and 4 years old.
Family #3:   Mother and 1 infant, age 7 months.
Families #1 & #2 are residing in the GPC Annex.  Family #3 is being housed in the  
Family Promise Day Center.
Each day from Aug 16 - 22, we need volunteers to provide a dinner meal, drinks and des-
sert.  You may provide for the entire meal or part.  If you’d like to volunteer, please call 
Martha Tabarlet at (254) 931-0373.  We could also use some breakfast granola bars, fruit, 
snacks, etc. for the families.
A couple of other requests have been made by our residents.  A toddler bed is needed as 
well as math tutoring for a 12 year old. If you are willing to donate a toddler bed and/or 
are able to help a young man out with some math instruction, please call Joyce at (254) 
773-9980 M-F during office hours or (254) 239-7641 after hours.
If any changes come up before Aug 16, Martha will notify all volunteers with details.  
As of this time, no nutritional or religious meal restrictions apply. Questions?  Contact  
Martha Tabarlet at  ladylaughsloud@aol.com. Thank you for helping with this  
important ministry. 
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Current office hours: Virtual

C h i l d r e n ’ s  M i n i s t r y  M ay  l O O K  d i f f e r e n t  r i g h t  n O w  – 
b u t  w e  a r e  s t i l l  i n  M i n i s t r y  t O g e t h e r  i n  M a n y  way s ! 

We had forty five (45) children and twenty two (22) families gathered separately in their 
homes, yet together in Spirit, for Vacation Bible School.  The theme for Vacation Bible 
School was “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus: Three Parables.” The three parables we studied 
were: One Hundred Sheep, The Good Samaritan, and The Mustard Seed.  Each day the 
families followed a four-fold pattern: Eat Together, Study the Bible Together, Pray Together 
and Play Together.  Twenty Children who participated are not church members.  The ages 
of children were: Preschool (18!), Kindergarten (10), and 1st-5th Grade (17).
Each family received a VBS Box which contained a Bible, tables supplies (a prayer basket, 
a prayer candle, and table cloth), Bible Story Lessons including online bible stories and 
crafts for each day.  Each family was also invited to collect non-perishable food items for 
Churches Touching Lives for Christ as part of the “Good Samaritan” Bible lesson.  VBS  
boxes were delivered to families’ homes by church volunteers: Becky Bunn, Becky Brown, 
Ann Edmondson, Beth Gerdes and Kari Brashear.  Chris Stern, Chloe Stern and Camden 
Stern also volunteered their time in helping pack the boxes and create crafts and videos 
for VBS.
The church is alive and well friends – the children and families of the church need all our 
support, love, and prayers during this time.  Thank you for supporting your church and 
especially children and families.  

Sunday School is on a break for July and August.  Plans for the fall will be announced in 
the coming weeks. 

STUDENT MINISTRY  
Youth (grades 6-12) meet regularly 
on Sunday evenings from 5-7 pm in 
the Annex, unless otherwise noted. 
NO Youth Group UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE. Stay tuned to emails and 
social media for updates.
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Sunday Service Times
10 AM online until further
notice

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

PLACE LABEL HERE

   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer service
 10 am  MORNING worship service

DEVOTIONS EACH MONDAY AND FRIDAY
 

Watch services online...

JOIN US online each week STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?  We need your 
help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church 
office know if you change your home address, email address, cell phone, 
or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  

To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office at 
office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways for you to GIVE to Grace:

• Online giving is now available. Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

Thank you for being a cheerful giver!

 Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our 
website.  Click the links above or visit us:

Facebook: @gpctemple
Online: www.gpctemple.org

  Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;  
       everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  
     Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  
                                                                                -- 1 John 4:7-8
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